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On an optical disk, data is stored on a single spiral track. When the disk is to be read, a laser beam is used. The data is read serially, and the disk rotates at a constant linear velocity. The light from the laser beam is focused on a spot on the track and some of it is reflected back. The amount of light reflected back is measured by a sensor. Data is stored in the form of pits and lands in the structure of the disk. The pits and lands reflect different amounts of light and the electronics in the disk drive interpret the change between the amount of light reflected by a pit and the amount of light reflected by a land as changes in binary bits.
